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•• Accidental exposure to harmful household and cleaning 
products, such as detergents, paints, pesticides, glues, 
and adhesives

•• Automobile accidents (a leading cause of eye injuries 
to young children)

•• Falls involving home furnishings and fixtures such as 
beds, stairs, tables, and toys

•• Fireworks, which may cause injury to the user and 
bystanders alike

•• Misuse of everyday objects, such as home repair and 
yard care products, personal use items, kitchen utensils, 
silverware, pens, and pencils

•• Misuse of toys or altering toys

Characteristics of Individuals  
With Visual Impairments
Visual impairment affects the type of experiences the child 
has, the ability to travel within his or her environment, and 
participation in his or her community. These factors will be 
affected differently depending on the amount of vision loss. 
The child with low vision has experiences that are different 
from those of the child who is legally blind or totally blind. The 
Optometric Extension Program Foundation has developed a 
checklist of observable characteristics of vision difficulties in 
children to assist teachers in making reliable observations of 
children’s visual behavior (see Table 13.3).

Academic Performance
At one time, it was believed that visual impairments were associated with lowered 
intellectual abilities, but we now know that this is not true. In fact, in many instances, 
the intellectual capabilities of students with visual impairments are similar to those 
of their sighted peers (Gargiulo & Metcalf, 2017). Despite this, significant academic 
delays are not uncommon in learners with visual impairments. This is most likely due 
to their restricted opportunity to obtain information visually (Pogrund & Fazzi, 2007). 
For these children, unlike their sighted classmates, incidental learning derived from 
interacting with the environment is severely limited. As a result, conceptual devel-
opment and other learning in pupils with visual impairments primarily depend on 
tactile (touch) experiences and the use of sensory modalities other than vision (Chen 
& Downing, 2006; Gargiulo & Metcalf, 2017).

Socialization
The everyday experiences of children who have visual impairments are affected because 
these children do not respond visually to people in the environment. Maintaining eye 
contact during speech, smiling at someone in a friendly manner, and reaching out to 
touch someone nearby are not innate skills for the child who cannot see details in his or 
her immediate surroundings. For students with a visual impairment, knowledge about 
body parts, eating skills, age-appropriate behaviors, clothing, grooming, and other 
social skills are not learned by viewing family members or peers in the community. 
Socially appropriate behaviors must be intentionally taught to the person with a visual 

Many types of eye injuries can be prevented.
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